
 
 

 

Andrew Fraknoi recently retired after 40+ years of teaching introductory 

astronomy, at Foothill College, San Francisco State University, and Canada 

College.  Currently, he teaches courses for retired adults at SF State and the 

University of San Francisco.  He served as the Executive Director of the 

Astronomical Society of the Pacific from 1978 to 1994, creating a series of 

national astronomy education programs and materials.  He is the lead author of 

“Astronomy,” a free, electronic, introductory textbook, published by the non-profit 

OpenStax Project, several books for teachers, and two books for children.  He has 

served on the Board of Trustees of the SETI Institute since its beginnings, and is 

on the Advisory Board of Breakthrough: Listen, chairing its subcommittee on 

education and outreach.  Recently, he has begun writing science fiction based on 

good astronomy, and two of his stories have now been published in 

anthologies.   He has been the recipient of the AIP’s Gemant Award, the NSTA’s 

Faraday Award, and the AAS Education Prize; Asteroid 4859 has been named 

Asteroid Fraknoi to recognize his work in science popularization. 
 


